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  The 10th Commandment: 
Happy With What You Have  

                                                          by Rev. Richard Mau 

Do not want to have your neighbor’s house, wife, male or female servant, ox or donkey. 
            -Exodus 20:17 NIrV 
 

 

 
The 9th Commandment teaches us to not want someone else’s possessions, or things.                     
The 10th Commandment tells us to not want people and animals that are not ours. 
 

• What is your favorite animal? 
• Do you know anyone who owns your favorite kind of animal? If so, who? 
• Is it OK to take that animal and keep it just because it’s your favorite? 

 
At first the 10th Commandment is hard to understand, but think about it this way. Being jealous of 
servants or husbands or wives or animals is wrong. For example, if someone has a good helper,  
like a maid or a cleaning person, and you like that helper, should you try to take that helper away? 
What if someone has a pet puppy or kitten? Should you try to take those away from them? No! That 
would be the wrong thing to do. 
 
It is good to appreciate the people and things our friends have. But wanting so badly what others 
have causes jealousy and hate. It can make us do or say things we know are wrong. We should 
support our friends and be glad God has blessed them with good things. 

 
• Think about a time you were jealous of something someone else had. How did it make you feel 

to be jealous? 
• Have you ever had anyone tell you they were jealous of you or of something you had? If so, 

what happened? 
 
When friends feel jealous, they should talk about how they feel and why they feel that way. Often, 
the problem can be fixed. Sometimes, however, the problem cannot be fixed. Sometimes we do not 
get to have what others have. It is then we need to celebrate what gifts from God we do have. 
 

• Who are some people in your life who bring you joy? 
• What else can you be thankful for? 
 

Prayer 
Dear God,  

Thank You for all the good things You give us.  
Help us be content and not be jealous of what others have.  
Help us enjoy our friends and share Your love with them.  

In Jesus’ name we pray.  
Amen. 

 
 
 

 


