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The 9th Commandment:  
   What Do You Want?  

                                         by Rev. Richard Mau 

Do not want to have anything your neighbor owns. Do not want to have your neighbor’s house,            
wife, male or female servant, ox or donkey.      -Exodus 20:17 NIrV 
 

Don’t be controlled by love for money. Be happy with what you have. God has said, “I will never  
leave you. I will never desert you.”        -Hebrews 13:5 NIrV 
 
 
 

God created the world; He made everything in it. God made all the things we need and He made all 
the things others need. Sometimes we don’t all have the same things, but God gives us everything  
we need. 
 

• What are some things you need to stay alive, healthy and safe each day? 
• What are some things you don’t need but wish you had? 
 

The Bible tells about King Ahab. King Ahab had all he needed, but he wanted his neighbor’s        
vineyard. The neighbor, however, did not want to sell his vineyard, and this made Ahab very upset. 
Ahab’s wife, Queen Jezebel, arranged to kill the neighbor so the king could take the vineyard. King 
Ahab wanted something that was not his and he just took it away. That was very wrong. 
 

• You don’t have to say it out loud, but have you ever done something wrong to get what you 
want? 

• Has anyone ever done something wrong to you to get what you had? 
 

It is normal to want different things, but it is not right to take something away from someone just              
because you want it. Let’s say someone has a watch you like. You should use your own money to 
buy one like it. You should not try to sneak the watch away from that person. 
 

(Reread the Bible verses.) The Bible verses today remind us not to want things we don’t have or  
be jealous of those who have what we want. The verse reminds us that God has given us all we 
need and we should be thankful He takes care of us. If you think about it, there will always be               
someone who has more things than we do. Being jealous and angry over things will give us an             
angry heart. God wants us to have a loving heart like Jesus has. 
 

• What are some things you have you are thankful for? 
• Have you thanked God for all the things you have? 
• Have you ever given some of your things to others who may have less than you? 

 

Activity: Consider collecting cans of food for a local pantry or donating some things you don’t wear  
or use anymore to a local charity. Think about how to make blankets for a local shelter. 

 
Prayer  

Dear God,  
Thank You for all the good things You give us.  

Help us be happy and content with the things we have.  
Lead us to help others who may be able to use food or clothing.  

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
 

 

 


